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Welcome to the V365 Volunteer Recruitment Fair! On behalf of Volunteer Centre West 
Berkshire, I’m thrilled to have you with us as we celebrate the power of volunteering 
and the incredible impact it has across our community.

As you explore the fair today, you’ll discover a dynamic mix of charities, community 
groups, and organisations from across the West Berkshire VCSE sector—each one 
ready to share their mission, their stories, and how you can be part of the change 
they’re creating. This is your chance to find something that sparks your interest, 
challenges you, or inspires you to try something completely new.

Volunteering isn’t just about giving your time; it’s about connecting with others, 
building skills, discovering passions, and making a difference in ways both big and 
small. Whether you arrived with a specific organisation in mind or you’re simply 
curious to see what opportunities are out there, we’re here to help you navigate the 
possibilities.

Our VCWB team – look out for the orange shirts! – is on hand throughout the room to 
guide you, answer questions, and help you find a role that feels right for you.

Dive in, explore, and enjoy the energy of the day. We can’t wait to welcome you into 
the West Berkshire volunteering community.

Rachel Peters
CEO

There are so many reasons for volunteering:
1.	 Everyone has something to offer – use your skills, knowledge and experience to 

benefit others and the local community.

2.	 Do something different and learn new skills.

3.	 Get to know new people and make new friends.

4.	 Many employers look favourably at people with volunteering on their CV.

5.	 Giving something back can make you feel good and have a positive effect on 
mental health.

6.	 It’s fulfilling and rewarding!
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AGE UK BERKSHIRE
ageuk.org.uk/berkshire/
Age UK Berkshire aim to ensure older people are supported and can 
live fulfilled lives by providing a range of many different services, including information & advice, 
Dementia groups, Handyman and Home Help to name a few.

ASD FAMILY HELP
asdfamilyhelp.org
ASD Family Help is user led charity (non-profit). We offer support, advice & 
activities for autistic or neurodivergent children/adults and families and/or those 
with other learning disabilities/difficulties. We have liaison workers who can 
offer free advice, support and help with DLA and PIP. No diagnosis is required 
to access any of our services or sessions.

ASSISTING BERKSHIRE CHILDREN TO READ  
(ABC TO READ) 
abctoread.org.uk
ABC to read is an award-winning Berkshire charity that helps children  
who are struggling to read reach their full potential. We recruit, train, and support volunteer 
reading mentors who work one-to-one with children in primary schools. By building confidence 
and enjoyment in reading, our volunteers make a lasting difference to children’s education and 
future opportunities.

BERKSHIRE SCOUTS
berkshirescouts.org.uk
Berkshire Scouts supports Scouting in more than a hundred communities 
across Berkshire providing fun, challenge and adventure for more than 
10,000 young people aged 4 to 25. We are looking for volunteers to 
support our section teams and also support behind the scenes. We offer 
flexible volunteering opportunities, no experience necessary and take young volunteers  
from 14yrs old.



V365 2026 VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT FAIR

BERKSHIRE VISION
berkshirevision.org.uk
Berkshire Vision supports visually impaired adults and children with 
the continual challenges they face. We aim to boost confidence and independence to support 
those affected by Sight Loss, to live their lives to the full.  We have volunteer roles in Telephone 
befriending, Realeyes guiding, Adapted Sports, Social Activities, Remote Activities such as our 
quiz & book club, Tech Buddies and admin volunteers.  
We encourage flexible volunteering should you wish to try different activities or roles.

BERKSHIRE YOUTH
berkshireyouth.co.uk
Berkshire Youth has been dedicated to improving the lives of children and 
young people across Berkshire since 1940. Berkshire Youth’s reach spans the entire county, 
offering something for everyone—from fun leisure activities to essential support services. 
Together, we’re creating safer spaces, encouraging personal growth, and ensuring that no young 
person in Berkshire is left behind.

BRIDGE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
bridgeforyoungpeople.org.uk
Bridge for young people provide accommodation and support to care leavers 
and homeless aged 16-25.

BRUCE BOATS (KENNET & AVON CANAL TRUST)
bruceboats.katrust.org.uk
Bruce Boats have been offering wheelchair-accessible canal boat 
holidays and crewed day trips from our base in Great Bedwyn for over 
35 years.  We are mainly run by volunteers and are in need of people to 
help on Friday and Saturday mornings throughout the summer to help prepare the boats for hire: 
cleaning, engineering checks, maintenance, and welcoming groups on board. Also crew for day 
trips. Full training given; no regular commitment required, just sign up to help when you can.
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CANINE PARTNERS   
caninepartners.org.uk
Canine Partners is a registered charity that transforms the lives of 
people with physical disabilities by partnering them with assistance 
dogs and other highly trained dogs. Our amazing dogs bring a greater independence and quality 
of life to their partners, offering security, companionship, and practical help with everyday 
household tasks. These life-changing dogs also provide psychological and social benefits 
including increased independence, confidence, social interaction and self-esteem.

CITY ARTS NEWBURY
cityartsnewbury.org
City Arts Newbury is an art & community charity, making the visual arts more 
accessible and using visual arts to reach disadvantaged people and groups. 
We provide a programme of art workshops/ events and run a community 
café to encourage local residents to meet, chat and do arty things. We need 
volunteers for the café and stewarding at exhibitions and events and offer a wide range of training 
to help them do that well. 

COXEDD AND PEARCE AND KIMBERS ALMSHOUSES CHARITY
cityartsnewbury.org
Our charity has 16 houses to accommodate older or 
infirmed people.

ECO FRIENDS WEST BERKSHIRE
eco-friends.org.uk
Our aim is to make both Newbury and Thatcham Plastic Free 
Communities, kicking our addiction to avoidable single use plastic.
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EDUCAFE
educafeuk.co.uk
Educafe CIC is a social enterprise based in West Berkshire dedicated to 
improving community well-being, inclusion and connection. It provides a 
welcoming community café and hub at Newbury library offering free access 
to advice, friendship and learning opportunities. Educafe supports vulnerable and minority groups 
through English language classes and social engagement activities. By fostering collaboration 
with local and national partners and volunteers, Educafe empowers individuals to build 
confidence, reduce isolation and enhance their sense of belonging within the community. (We 
always welcome new volunteers at Educafe but our main objective is to recruit cafe volunteers to 
run our friendly weekly cafe of 150+ visitors.)

EDUCATION BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP
educationbusinesspartnership.co.uk
Education Business Partnership are a Charity based in Newbury at 
Shaw House, we work with Primary and Secondary Schools across 
the Thames Valley, we delivery high quality events and workshops that enhance and enrich 
the curriculum. We also place students on work experience placement, to ensure their gain 
confidence and learn new skills enabling them to be ready for the world of work. 
Education Business Partnership work with organisations and businesses, we are constantly 
looking for volunteers to support us!

EIGHT BELLS FOR MENTAL HEALTH
eightbellsnewbury.co.uk
Eight Bells for Mental Health is a member-led local charity that puts 
people at the heart of everything we do. We provide a welcoming, 
safe space for adults facing mental health challenges to connect, be 
themselves, and find support. Through three weekly drop-in sessions, we offer friendship, peer 
support, and access to resources and activities aimed at improving well-being and combating 
isolation. Together, we create a community of care and understanding.
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ENRYCH BERKSHIRE
www.enrychberkshire.org.uk
Enrych Berkshire aims to address the social isolation, low self-esteem, lack 
of confidence and negative health effects suffered by adults with a physical 
disability due to their difficulties with accessing social, leisure, sport and 
learning activities. We help to enhance their lives by pairing a disabled adult with a volunteer who 
works with them, in a one to one partnership, to share their interests and enable them to access 
and enjoy suitable activities.

FAIR  CLOSE CENTRE 
fairclosecentre.org
Fair Close is the leading organisation supporting older people in 
West Berkshire. We run a thriving social hub in Newbury with 50+ volunteers and wonderful 
opportunities to make a difference.

FIVE A DAY GARDEN
fiveaday.org.uk
Five a Day Garden is situated in the lovely village of Englefield and provides 
horticultural therapy and educational opportunities to both old and young. Our 
volunteers help to maintain the garden so that the visiting groups can enjoy the space, meet new 
friends and learn about nature and growing food.

FRIENDS OF NEWTOWN ROAD CEMETERY
fnrcnewbury.org.uk
Our aim is to preserve the history of Newbury through the lives of the 
people buried in the Cemetery and to enable relatives and historians to 
access information through open days, website, etc.

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH NEWBURY
newburyfoe.co.uk
We are a local group of national Friends of the Earth campaigning community -  
working for change on causes which matter to our area, the UK and beyond. Our Newbury Nature 
Corridors project is an extension of our Lockdown Woods commemorative tree planting project, 
and now encompasses four Nature Corridors across Newbury and into Thatcham. The group aims 
to develop and link areas so wildlife can thrive, with the help of volunteers.
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GREENHAM COMMON CONTROL TOWER
greenhamtower.org.uk
The Greenham Common Control Tower charity preserves the 
heritage of the former airbase while promoting education, 
community engagement, and peace. Through exhibitions, events, and volunteer opportunities, it 
shares the site’s rich military and social history, while supporting learning, reflection, wellbeing and 
community for all visitors  
and volunteers. 

GUIDE DOGS
guidedogs.org.uk
Guide Dogs is one of the UK’s leading sight loss charities. Our expert 
staff, volunteers, life-changing guide dogs and buddy dogs help people, both adults and children, 
with sight loss live the life they choose. We simply couldn’t deliver our vital services without our 
incredible volunteers. Whether it’s raising a puppy or making a difference in your community, you 
can make a change that matters. 

HUNGERFORD FOOD COMMUNITY
hungerfordfoodcommunity.org
Our aim is to help connect local communities to real food. We run 
monthly markets in Hungerford and pop-up cooking lessons across West 
Berkshire for all ages, especially families and children. We also raise 
awareness about food waste, growing your own and low energy cooking. We offer a range of 
volunteering opportunites from hands on cooking, market set-up to admin and fund raising.

HUNGERFORD YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE
hungerfordyc.org.uk
Hungerford Youth and Community Centre is a fantastic charity run 
venue in Hungerford Berkshire. The venue is mostly used to run 
weekly youth sessions for the young people of Hungerford and the surround rural villages, but 
open to the community to book. Each youth session is run by a youth worker and supported by a 
team of adult and young volunteers. 
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ICOLLEGE
icollege.org.uk
icollege is West Berkshire’s Alternative Provision for learners who for a 
variety of reasons are unable to access mainstream education.  We have bases across West 
Berkshire for learners aged 5 to 19.  We are looking for Governors who are willing to support 
our learners being the best they can be.  We would also be interested in making contact with 
organisations who are willing to offer our older learners work experience opportunities.

INTERAKT COMMUNITY
interakt.org.uk
We are an arts service for adults with learning, sensory, and 
physical challenges.

KENNET AND AVON CANAL TRUST 
katrust.org.uk
If you would like to spend some time on the local canal, then this is the 
opportunity for you! Volunteers who love being outdoors and meeting  
people are needed to crew boat trips for the public that run from the Newbury Wharf on 
Thursdays and at weekends during the season, as well as themed trips and private charters at 
other times. All crew receive training, and help make trips as enjoyable and safe as possible. 
There are opportunities to undertake roles such as helming the boat, skippering trips and helping 
with engineering and maintenance. Volunteers with no, little or a lot of experience of the canal and 
boats are welcome.

LAMBOURN RIDING FOR THE DISABLED
lambournrda.co.uk
Riding for the Disabled Association (RDA) is a national organisation made 
up of Member Groups dedicated to improving the lives of people with disabilities, through riding 
and/or carriage driving. It’s all about giving children and adults confidence and independence 
to benefit their health and well being and to achieve their goals, whilst having fun. Horse riding 
offers an opportunity for enjoyment, challenge, friendship, laughter, achievement, independence 
and confidence. The local representative of the RDA is the Lambourn Group which is part of the 
Southern Region. Each group of the RDA is self supporting, so fund raising is an essential part of 
ensuring we can continue to provide a centre for riding locally.
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LOOSE ENDS NEWBURY
looseendsnewbury.org
Loose Ends is a well established drop-in centre for anyone in our community 
who may otherwise go without a hot meal. We welcome people who are 
homeless, lonely or vulnerable as well as those who are simply struggling to make ends meet.   
We provide five sessions a week for adults and also run a family session called Northcroft Kitchen 
once a week. We are a registered charity and are run entirely by unpaid volunteers.      

MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE ASSOCIATION
mndassociation.org
Supporting people living with and affected by Motor Neurone 
Disease. 

NATURE AND CLIMATE NETWORK
wbge.org.uk 
info@natureandclimatenetwork.co.uk
Nature and Climate Network formerly known as West Berkshire Green Exchange is an umbrella 
group for the many environmental groups in West Berkshire, and is run by volunteers. We take 
part in many local events, run film nights, offer Carbon Literacy® training and are organising 
GreenFest West Berkshire 2026 (with support from the National Lottery). Our aim is to share 
ideas and knowledge between groups, local councils, and everyone who cares about nature and 
climate. 

NEWBURY ALMSHOUSE TRUST
newburyalmshouses.org
Newbury Almshouse Trust has provided affordable housing to people 
in and around Newbury for over 800 years. Our current stock of 42 
residential units includes the ancient St Bartholomew’s Hospital as well 
as newer bungalows, but all offer modern facilities, a friendly community and the support of 
the Trust. Our team of volunteers manage and maintain our properties alongside creating great 
relationships with our residents.
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NEWBURY AND THATCHAM REPAIR CAFE
repaircafe.org/en/cafe/newbury-and-thatcham-repair-cafe
Come and join a friendly, enthusiastic team of volunteers at the Newbury 
and Thatcham Repair Cafe’s monthly events. Visitors bring a variety of broken items such as 
electrical and electronic goods, clothes, textiles and other household or garden items for free 
repairs. Volunteer repairers help visitors to mend these items -  reducing waste and maximising 
the life of the item. Other volunteer roles include running the events, welcoming visitors and 
preparing tea and coffee.

NEWBURY LIONS CLUB
newburylions.org.uk
Newbury Lions Club is part of a worldwide network of volunteers who support those in need in 
the community. Money raised through events such as the annual Fireworks display at Newbury 
Racecourse and the Duck Race is donated where needed. The club meets once a month to plan 
events and distribute funds but there are opportunities to get more involved in organising events 
that benefit the community such as our Santa runs at Christmas.

NEWBURY AND WEST BERKSHIRE NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
ourwatch.org.ok
Newbury Neighbourhood Watch is a voluntary organisation. Neighbourhood 
Watch is about being alert for any crime or suspicious activity, it is helping 
the Police to reduce local crime, promoting neighbourliness and looking out 
for each other to make the community a safer place to live. We are looking 
for people in West Berkshire to volunteer to be Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators covering part 
or all of their area. 

NEWBURY ROTARY CLUB
newburyrotary.org
Member of Rotary international, fund raise for local and 
international charities.
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NEWBURY SAMARITANS
samaritans.org/branches/newbury
Newbury Samaritans is a local team of trained volunteers who listen, 
without judgement, advice, or agenda, when you need someone to talk to. Our primary purpose 
is to reduce suicide. We offer confidential emotional support to anyone in distress and work to 
tackle the drivers of suicidal feelings by reducing isolation and promoting understanding.

NEWBURY U3A
newbury.u3asite.uk
Newbury u3a provides social and learning opportunities for those 
contemplating retirement or who have retired. We are an independent charity and form part of a 
network of over 1000 u3a groups in the UK. We have over 70 activity groups and provide a wide 
range of social events for example: monthly talks, day/theatre trips, holidays, skittles, quizzes to 
social groups eating out or simply meeting together. We are a self-administered , self-help group  
where friendship and sociability abounds and we follow an ethos of Learn, Laugh, Live!

NYAS - NATIONAL YOUTH ADVOCACY SERVICE
www.nyas.net
NYAS offers a range of support services as part of our mission to support, 
safeguard and empower children, young people and adults in vulnerable situations. We have a 
range of volunteer opportunities that make a real difference to individuals nationwide. In West 
Berkshire, we are recruiting volunteers to become Independent Visitors - an incredibly rewarding 
and valuable experience, offering the opportunity to provide support, consistency and friendship 
to a care experienced young person. 

PALS  (WEST BERKSHIRE)
palsweb.org.uk
PALS is a local charity supporting children and young people with 
physical disabilities.  Since the charity started in 1997 we have helped 
many youngsters access leisure and recreational activities that would 
otherwise be unavailable to them. At the same time we are providing a valuable respite service for 
the parents and carers. We are looking for new volunteers to help with our sessions. Our manager 
is looking forward to chatting with you at V365. 
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PATIENT INFORMATION POINT
bit.ly/41a2j9U 
Facebook Patient Information Point
The Patient Information Point known as the PIP was established in April 2004 
soon after the new West Berkshire Community Hospital was opened and is staffed by a team of 
trained volunteers who provide information and assistance to patients and staff using the hospital.  
We provide our valuable service free to patients five days a week 9.30am to 4.30pm.

PENNY POST CIC  
pennypost.org.uk 
Penny Post publishes a free, weekly e-newsletter providing local, 
constructive news for West Berkshire (Newbury, Thatcham, Hungerford, Compton, Burghfield, 
Lambourn), Wantage and Marlborough. Penny Post also runs a website, events calendar and 
social media channels.Penny Post offers volunteer opportunities to anyone who is interested in 
community news and would like a flexible work from home schedule. Full training on updating the 
website and calendar is provided but an adequate level of IT competance and literacy is required.

PROJECT SALAMA  
rojectsalama.co.uk 
Project Salama is a community-based organisation dedicated to supporting 
survivors of abuse. We provide safe spaces, advocacy, and culturally sensitive 
support through initiatives like Chai and Chat and specialised recovery programmes. Our work 
promotes healing, empowerment, and inclusion while addressing mental health inequalities. 
Project Salama also delivers professional training and awareness workshops to help communities 
and organisations respond compassionately to survivors of abuse and trauma. 

READ EASY WEST BERKSHIRE
Readeasy.org.uk
Read Easy West Berkshire provides  FREE  1:1 coaching for adults who struggle or are unable 
to read within West Berkshire.  Trained coaches carry out the training in safe spaces such as the 
library and it is confidential.  It is a structured course using phonics with two sessions per week 
lasting 30 mins each.  
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RESPONSE
response.org.uk
From mental health support and accommodation through to developing young 
people’s emotional resilience, Response provides multi-layered support at any 
stage of an individuals’ mental health journey. We work across Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Berkshire and beyond.

ST BARTHOLOMEW’S SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY
stbarts.co.uk
St Bartholomew’s School (St Bart’s) is a successful academy school in Newbury providing a 
stimulating learning environment and inclusive culture for students aged 11 to 18 years. We want 
to ensure that all students enjoy their learning and grow in confidence and self-worth so that they 
can thrive in an ever-changing world. The Governing Body sets the strategic direction and ensures 
the educational performance, management and financial health of St Bartholomew’s School.

SWINGS & SMILES
swingsandsmiles.co.uk
Swings & Smiles offers support for disabled children and their families in a 
unique and accessible environment. Our services include respite, family play 
sessions, youth clubs, sibling support and outreach.  Swings & Smiles provides 
activities for children and young people aged 0-18 years old with a wide range of disabilities and 
special needs.  We provide opportunities to enjoy playing together without the pressures often 
experienced in wider community settings.

THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL
thatchamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Thatcham Town Council is the first tier of local government, serving the 
residents of Thatcham at grassroots level. The Town Council plays a vital role 
in representing the interests of the community of Thatcham and works hard to 
improve the quality of life and local environment for residents.
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THATCHAM YOUTH 
thatchamyouth.org.uk
Thatcham Youth is a community organisation providing safe, inclusive, and 
fun spaces for young people to socialise, learn, and grow. Through youth 
clubs, outreach, and holiday activities, we help build confidence, friendships, and life skills. 
Our programmes encourage creativity, teamwork, and positive choices, while offering support 
from trusted youth workers. We’re passionate about empowering young people to reach their 
potential and play an active role in their community through engaging, affordable, and inspiring 
opportunities.

THE CHARITY OF MRS MABEL LUKE
mabelluke.co.uk
The Charity of Mrs Mabel Luke is an Almshouse providing one and two-bedroom 
flats for households in need of decent rented housing, who are residents of 
Newbury or the parish of Greenham, or who have other strong connections to the area.  
The charity is run by a Board of  volunteer Trustees with the aim of providing low-cost housing for 
local people in need.

UFTON COURT
uftoncourt.org.uk
We are a charitable trust who provide alternative provision for children in the local 
area. We also run residential visits teaching history and bushcraft activities, which 
we subsidise for many students. We are based in a Tudor manor house.  We also 
hold weddings and the profits made go back into the charity. 

VOLUNTEER CENTRE WEST BERKSHIRE: NEWBURY AND 
THATCHAM COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
www.volunteerwestberks.org.uk/our-services/volunteer-car-
scheme 
www.volunteerwestberks.org.uk/our-services/handybus
The Newbury Community Car Scheme provides transportation for people 
who find it difficult to use public transport. This includes those who are elderly, permanently or 
temporarily disabled people. Using your own car, for which we reimburse your fuel, you set the 
time that you want to offer to the community. You can drive once or twice a week, just mornings 
or afternoons or any time you can offer. Talk to our team about volunteer driving. 
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Newbury and Thatcham Handybus. We provide transport to allow those who have mobility 
problems or who are more senior to enjoy a fuller life.  We provide this service with a group of 
volunteer Handybus drivers and are always looking for more drivers to add to our team.

WASH COMMON LIBRARY 
washcommonlibrary.org.uk
Wash Common Library is a community library managed and funded by the friends 
of Wash Common Library.  It has been operating as an independent library for over five years, run 
entirely by volunteers.  It has an excellent selection of books but this is not all we offer.  We offer a 
variety of community groups including:  Poetry Group, Book Club, Knit and Natter and Rhyme Time 
We provide a space for local nursery schools and Brownies to use the library on a regular basis to 
enable the youngsters to have access to a library and promote a love of books and reading. Last 
year we worked with local schools via a bookmark competition to encourage young readers.

WEST BERKS FOODBANK
westberks.foodbank.org.uk
West Berks Foodbank provides emergency food and compassionate 
support to local people in crisis across West Berkshire. Working with 
a network of volunteers, referral partners, and community organisations, the foodbank supplies 
nutritionally balanced parcels and offers advice to help tackle the root causes of poverty. Beyond 
food, it connects people to wider support services, helping them build stability, confidence, and 
independence. Guided by our mission of Relieving Hunger, Restoring Dignity and Reviving Hope.

WEST BERKSHIRE THERAPY CENTRE
westberkshiretherapycentre.org.uk
Our broad aim is to understand the currently unmet health and 
well-being needs of the local community and to identify opportunities where we, as part of the 
‘not-for-profit’ sector, can fill some of those gaps to provide beneficial, high-quality services. Our 
power-assisted exercise equipment accommodates people who are unable to attend conventional 
gyms. These machines simulate everyday activities such as getting up from an armchair, securing 
a seatbelt and walking up stairs. They allow our clients to put in as much or as little physical effort 
as they wish, whilst helping to maintain and strengthen their muscles which helps to prevent 
or delay further deterioration in muscle function. We want to ensure that partaking in physical 
therapy is accessible, easy, enjoyable, affordable and beneficial - with client satisfaction always 
our highest priority. 
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